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SOURCE:

COMMITTEE ON JOHNE’S DISEASE
USAHA/AAVLD JOINT COMMITTEE ON ANIMAL
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE ON TUBERCULOSIS

SUBJECT MATTER:

SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH ON MYCOBACTERIAL
DISEASES IN ANIMALS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Maintaining research and outreach programs is imperative to continued advancement of
diagnostics, vaccines, and methods to prevent mycobacterial disease complexes –
paratuberculosis (i.e. Johne’s disease; JD) and the tuberculosis complex of diseases
(TBc) from devastating livestock production.
The Mycobacterial Diseases of Animals (MDA) – Multistate Initiative has recently begun
operation and is focused on these two complexes. The MDA draws on the excellent
research and outreach infrastructure that has been developed through the Johne’s
Disease Integrated Program (JDIP). The consortium has been expanded by including
additional individuals with expertise in the TBc.
While the MDA is well positioned to effectively address research and outreach needs
related to these disease complexes, funding needed to move forward in these areas is
lacking. JDIP was funded primarily through competitive grants from United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), National Research Institute/National Institute of Food
and Agriculture, leveraging these funds to obtain other grants and also coordinating
closely with expertise and projects that are part of USDA, Agricultural Research Service.
The MDA is positioned to operate in a similar manner; however, funding for agricultural
research needs to be available and obtainable for MDA to be successful.
RESOLUTION:
The United States Animal Health Association requests that the United States Congress
continue to fund agricultural research and extension at least at Fiscal Year 2012 levels
and that levels available for animal research and extension be maintained. We further
request that the United States Department of Agriculture, National Institute of Food and
Agriculture include work on mycobacterial diseases of animals in their future requests for
proposals, and that the United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research
Service continue to include work on mycobacterial diseases as a priority in their animal
health programs.

